It’s Your Right to Vote.  Protect Your Voice.


Are you at least 18 years old? A U.S. citizen? Then you have the right to vote. Stay informed and be prepared, so that you can vote on Election Day. Here are TEN EASY WAYS to make sure your vote is counted.

1.  Register to vote

Most voter registration deadlines are in October. Register now at www.voteforchange.com. 

2.  Verify that you are registered to vote at your current address 
Call your local elections office to make sure there are no problems with your registration, especially if you have moved recently, changed your name, or have not voted in recent elections.

3.  Vote early 

For greater convenience, some states allow early voting in person and/or by mail. Find out whether you can vote early. This will also allow you to volunteer on Election Day. 

4.  Find your polling place

Call the local elections office to find out the location of your polling place and ask about any new voting procedures or requirements. Locations may change, and a vote cast at the wrong place may not be counted.

5.  Bring proper identification

Find out what identification is required to vote in your state. Bring identification to the polls in case it is needed, preferably government-issued identification or a utility bill, phone bill, or paycheck with your name and current street address. Requirements may be different if it is your first time voting.

6.  Bring a friend or family member
Under federal law, you can bring a friend into the voting booth to help you translate.

7.  Ask for a new ballot if you make a mistake

Under federal law, you have a right to a new ballot if you make a mistake.

8.  Don't leave without voting

If you arrive late in the day and are in line when polls close, stay in line, because you have the right to vote.

9.  What to do if you get a provisional ballot

A poll worker might tell you that there is a problem with your registration (for example, that you are not on the voter list) and offer you a provisional ballot. Ask if you are in the correct precinct. If no alternative is available, cast a provisional ballot. 

10.  You have the right to vote regardless of your attire

You have the right to vote regardless of whether you are wearing “ethnic” or religious attire, including a hejab, a sari, or a turban. Also, wearing a piece of Obama clothing will not keep you from voting. Rules vary by state, but no matter what, your vote cannot be taken away from you. At most you will have to take off a button or put a jacket over a T-shirt.
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