ASIAN AMERICANS AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS AND IMMIGRATION
BARACK OBAMA AND JOE BIDEN'S PLAN

“The time to fix our broken immigration system is now...We need stronger enforcement on the border and
at the workplace...But for reform to work, we also must respond to what pulls people to America...Where
we can reunite families, we should. Where we can bring in more foreign-born workers with the skills our
economy needs, we should.”

--BARACK OBAMA, STATEMENT ON U.S. SENATE FLOOR, MAY 23, 2007

AT A GLANCE

Comprehensive Reform

BARACK OBAMA HAS FOUGHT FOR COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM THAT SECURES OUR BORDER,
FIXES OUR BROKEN IMMIGRATION BUREAUCRACY, PROMOTES FAMILY REUNIFICATION, AND HONORS OUR
GLOBAL COMMITMENTS TO THE WORLD’S REFUGEES.

Commitment
Obama will revive immigration reform in the first year of his presidency.

THE PROBLEM

Immigration Bureaucracy is Broken
THE IMMIGRATION BUREAUCRACY IS BROKEN AND OVERWHELMED, FORCING LEGAL IMMIGRANTS TO WAIT
YEARS FOR APPLICATIONS. AAPI FAMILIES SUFFER SOME OF THE WORST IMMIGRATION BACKLOGS.

Immigration Raids are Ineffective
DESPITE A TENFOLD INCREASE IN RECENT YEARS, IMMIGRATION RAIDS ONLY NETTED 4,600 ARRESTS IN
2007 AND HAVE PLACED ALL THE BURDENS OF A BROKEN SYSTEM ONTO IMMIGRANT FAMILIES.

BARACK OBAMA'’S PLAN
AAPIS CONSTITUTE A GROWING AND VIBRANT PIECE OF THE AMERICAN FABRIC. CURRENTLY,

APPROXIMATELY 26 PERCENT OF THE U.S.’S FOREIGN BORN POPULATION IS FROM ASIA, AND THE ASIAN-
BORN POPULATION HAS ONE OF THE HIGHEST NATURALIZATION RATES AMONG FOREIGN-BORN GROUPS.

Create Secure Borders
OBAMA AND BIDEN WANT TO PRESERVE THE INTEGRITY OF OUR BORDERS. THEY SUPPORT ADDITIONAL
PERSONNEL, INFRASTRUCTURE AND TECHNOLOGY ON THE BORDER AND AT OUR PORTS OF ENTRY.

Improve Our Immigration System



OBAMA AND BIDEN BELIEVE WE MUST FIX THE DYSFUNCTIONAL IMMIGRATION BUREAUCRACY AND
INCREASE THE NUMBER OF LEGAL IMMIGRANTS TO KEEP FAMILIES TOGETHER AND MEET THE DEMAND FOR
JOBS THAT EMPLOYERS CANNOT FILL.

Safeguard and Streamline the Family Reunification Process

MANY AAPI FAMILIES RELY ON FAMILY REUNIFICATION POLICIES TO ASSIST THEM BUILD BETTER LIVES IN
THE UNITED STATES. HOWEVER, AAPI FAMILIES HAVE SOME OF THE LONGEST BACKLOGS OF ANY
IMMIGRANT GROUPS. BARACK OBAMA HAS INTRODUCED MEASURES TO PUT GREATER EMPHASIS ON
KEEPING IMMIGRANT FAMILIES TOGETHER AND TO REVISIT A CONTROVERSIAL NEW POINTS SYSTEM THAT
WOULD DRAMATICALLY ALTER U.S. IMMIGRATION POLICY.

Support Citizenship

BARACK OBAMA AND JOE BIDEN WILL ENSURE THAT CITIZENSHIP APPLICATION FEES ARE REASONABLE
AND FAIR. THEY WILL ALSO EXPAND OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN ENGLISH AND OBTAIN CIVIC EDUCATION
CLASSES TO HELP IMMIGRANTS ASSUME ALL OF THE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF

CITIZENSHIP. OBAMA JOINED REP. LUIS GUTIERREZ (D-IL) TO INTRODUCE THE CITIZENSHIP PROMOTION
ACT OF 2007.

Reform the Immigration Bureaucracy

ANOTHER KEY CHOKE POINT IN THE PROCESS TO BECOMING A LEGAL PERMANENT RESIDENT OR A U.S.
CITIZEN IS THE F.B.l. NAME/SECURITY CHECK. MANY LAW-ABIDING LEGAL IMMIGRANTS SEE THEIR
IMMIGRATION APPLICATIONS DELAYED BY MONTHS AND OFTEN YEARS AS THE OVERWHELMED F.B.I.
COMPLETES THEIR BACKGROUND CHECKS. OBAMA INTRODUCED LEGISLATION, PASSED BY THE SENATE, TO
IMPROVE THE SPEED AND ACCURACY OF THESE BACKGROUND CHECKS.

Remove Incentives to Enter lllegally
OBAMA AND BIDEN WILL REMOVE INCENTIVES TO ENTER THE COUNTRY ILLEGALLY BY CRACKING DOWN
ON EMPLOYERS WHO HIRE UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS.

Bring People Out of the Shadows

OBAMA AND BIDEN SUPPORT A SYSTEM THAT ALLOWS UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS WHO ARE IN GOOD
STANDING TO PAY A FINE, LEARN ENGLISH, AND GO TO THE BACK OF THE LINE FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO
BECOME CITIZENS.

OBAMA’S RECORD

Senate Leadership

DURING THE MOST RECENT IMMIGRATION DEBATE, OBAMA WAS A LEADER IN SEEKING COMMON-SENSE
AND BALANCED IMMIGRATION REFORM. HE PUSHED CONGRESS TO FIND COMMON GROUND, INTRODUCED
AMENDMENTS THAT WOULD HAVE PRIORITIZED KEEPING FAMILIES TOGETHER, AND WOULD HAVE HELD
EMPLOYERS WHO HIRE UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS RESPONSIBLE.

Crack Down on Employers
OBAMA CHAMPIONED A PROPOSAL TO CREATE A SYSTEM SO EMPLOYERS CAN VERIFY THAT THEIR
EMPLOYEES ARE LEGALLY ELIGIBLE TO WORK IN THE U.S.

Fix the Bureaucracy
OBAMA JOINED REP. LUIS GUTIERREZ (D-IL) TO INTRODUCE THE CITIZENSHIP PROMOTION ACT TO
ENSURE THAT IMMIGRATION APPLICATION FEES ARE BOTH REASONABLE AND FAIR. OBAMA ALSO



INTRODUCED LEGISLATION THAT PASSED THE SENATE TO IMPROVE THE SPEED AND ACCURACY OF FBI
BACKGROUND CHECKS.

Respect Families

OBAMA INTRODUCED AMENDMENTS TO PUT GREATER EMPHASIS ON KEEPING IMMIGRANT FAMILIES
TOGETHER.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT BARACK’S PLAN

Read the Plan HTTP://WWW.BARACKOBAMA.COM/ISSUES/IMMIGRATION/



http://www.barackobama.com/issues/immigration/
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