
ASIAN AMERICANS AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS AND CIVIL RIGHTS

BARACK OBAMA AND JOE BIDEN’S PLAN TO STRENGTHEN CIVIL RIGHTS

AT A GLANCE

Strengthen Civil Rights Enforcement
Obama and Biden will staff the Civil Rights Division of the Justice Department with 
lawyers who prosecute civil rights violations, employment discrimination, and hate crimes, 
instead of political cronies.

Protect the Right to Vote
Obama and Biden will remove discriminatory barriers to the right to vote and protect the 
right to vote for AAPIs. 

Promote Fairness in the Criminal and Juvenile Justice Systems
Obama and Biden will work to ban racial profiling, eliminate disparities in criminal 
sentencing, and encourage the criminal justice system to be free of racially discriminatory 
laws so that it works for all, regardless of race, wealth, or other circumstances. 

Restore White House Initiative on AAPIs
Obama and Biden will restore the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders and direct that office to work towards the original goal of helping the federal 
government meet the underserved needs of AAPIs.

THE PROBLEM 

Pay Inequity Continues
For every $1.00 earned by a man, the average woman receives only 77 cents.

Hate Crimes on the Rise
According to the National Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium, the number of hate 
crimes increased nearly 8 percent to 7,700 incidents in 2006. Bias-motivated hate crimes 
against AAPIs, particularly against South Asians who are or perceived to be Arab or Middle 
Eastern after September 11, 2001, continue to be both persistent and underreported.  

Efforts Continue to Suppress the Vote
A recent report by the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund about the 2006 
elections discovered numerous organized efforts to intimidate, mislead and suppress 
minority voters, including inadequacy of translated materials, hostility of poll workers, 
errors on voter lists, improper and excessive demands for identification and inadequate 
notice about and signage at poll sites.   Violations of the Voting Rights Act and Help 
America Vote Act also were reported in the 2004 national elections by the National Asian 



Pacific American Legal Consortium, including unavailability of required translated 
materials, hostility of poll workers. 

Disparities Continue to Plague Criminal Justice System
Racial minorities are more than twice as likely as whites to be searched, arrested, or 
subdued with force when stopped by police. Minority youth are also more likely to be 
arrested, detained, waived to criminal court, and incarcerated for longer periods. 
Disparities in drug sentencing laws, like the differential treatment of crack as opposed to 
powder cocaine, are unfair.

BARACK OBAMA AND JOE BIDEN’S PLAN 

While great strides have been made in advancing and protecting the civil rights of AAPIs, 
much work remains to be done in the areas of equal opportunity, voting rights, racial 
profiling, hate crimes, language access, and sufficient and accurate data collection. 

Strengthen Language Access
Obama and Biden will support efforts that help prevent discrimination against language 
minorities and that ensure that language minorities have access to critical governmental 
services, such as post-disaster relief services. They will vigorously enforce laws 
requiring federal agencies to ensure language access for all Americans they serve, and 
will ensure Title VI requirements ensuring language access are implemented across the 
federal government.  

Equal Opportunity
To ensure equal opportunities for AAPIs and all Americans, Obama and Biden will support 
and protect constitutional programs to ensure equal opportunity in education, 
employment, and government contracting. The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
has had to pursue cases involving glass ceilings, English-only workplace rules, accent 
bias and other unequal treatment faced by AAPIs in the workplace.

Improve Census Data Collection
Obama and Biden are dedicated to advocating for increased data collection, analyses, and 
dissemination of information about AAPIs; and working to ensure that the Census Bureau 
has the resources necessary to conduct an accurate count of the AAPI population in the 
2010 Census. 

Strengthen Civil Rights Enforcement
Obama and Biden will reverse the politicization that has occurred in the Bush 
Administration’s Department of Justice. They will put an end to the ideological litmus 
tests used to fill positions within the Civil Rights Division.

Combat Employment Discrimination
Obama and Biden will work to overturn the Supreme Court’s recent ruling that curtails 
racial minorities’ and women’s ability to challenge pay discrimination. They will also pass 
the Fair Pay Act to ensure that women receive equal pay for equal work.

Expand Hate Crimes Statutes



Obama and Biden will strengthen federal hate crimes legislation and reinvigorate 
enforcement at the Department of Justice’s Criminal Section.

End Deceptive Voting Practices and Expand Voting Protections
Obama and Biden will sign into law legislation that establishes harsh penalties for those 
who have engaged in voter fraud and provides voters who have been misinformed with 
accurate and full information so they can vote.  Obama and Biden will also ensure that 
the Helping Americans Vote Act (HAVA) is fully funded.  

End Racial Profiling
Obama and Biden will ban racial profiling by federal law enforcement agencies and provide 
federal incentives to state and local police departments to prohibit the practice.

OBAMA’S RECORD 

Record of Advocacy
Obama has worked to promote civil rights and fairness in the criminal justice system 
throughout his career. As a community organizer, Obama helped 150,000 individuals 
register to vote. As a civil rights lawyer, Obama litigated employment discrimination, 
housing discrimination, and voting rights cases. As a state senator, Obama passed one of 
the country’s first racial profiling laws and helped reform a broken death penalty system. 
And in the U.S. Senate, Obama has been a leading advocate for protecting the right to 
vote, helping to reauthorize the Voting Rights Act and leading the opposition against 
discriminatory barriers to voting.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Read the Plan
http://www.barackobama.com/issues/civilrights/

Read the Speech

http://www.barackobama.com/2007/09/28/remarks_of_senator_barack_obam_26.php

http://www.barackobama.com/2007/09/28/remarks_of_senator_barack_obam_26.php
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